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WHiv— "To say that sociology as a specific field of inquiry originates with Comte

is not to deny that his sysfem was the mesting places of many minds.......... Comte's
chief contribution lay in his remarkable capacity for synthesis and organization rather
than in the development Comfe was n erudite man with power of eneyclopedic absorp-
fion, who greatly benifited from the intellectual labour of others.
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............ human intelligence had
evolved to the point where social physics or
Sociology, as a source of knowledge about
man, was feasible, with that knowledge, the
good society could be created, clearly,
Comte's underlying motivation for the study
of sociology was humanitarian.
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Fed gy 9u ferar — “After montesquieu
the most important advance in the
fundamantal conception of sociology was
made by the unfortunale Condorset in his
memorable work the esguisse”.
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Mankind are to be taken in
groups........and every experiment to this
subject should be made with entire societ-
ies, not with single man™ (P.27)
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1. The origin f the Distincction of Ranks
: An Inguiry into the circumstances which give
rise to influence and Authority in the Dif
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ferent Members of Society wen
2 An Historical view of the English
Govemment from the settlement of the Sax-
ons in Britain to the Accesion of the house of
Stewart.
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Ours was (and to an extent
centunues to be) largely a sociology of bor-
rowed concepts and methods High presting
centres of learing in the affluent west, es-
pecially in the unites kingdom and the united
states, determined the king of Sciology that
should be tought and the type of problems
that should be reseache. Foreign models and
techniques were accepted uncritically with-
out assessing their relevances or suitability t
Indianconditions. This led to distortions in the
perspec tives of Indian Sociology and also
to its stunted growth.
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Our sociology will have to address
itselrf to the living concerns of today and to-
morrow. For this we shall have to identify
critical problems, poss the right question, and
devise appropriate procedures of investiga-
tion in respect of them. Research and re-
flection will have to go together......... Let us
invest more research effort and thought into
such areas as indicators of social develop-
ment, content of quality of life, problems and
processes of toughening os a 'soft state’
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Inthe process of domesticating and
emulating alien products of high presting
centres of learning in the west with adula-
tion, the dominant new colonial Sociology
has actively denigrated indigenous popular
culture, knowledge, institutions and traditions
accummulated over centuries if observation,
practice and reflection.
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